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c/o 34 Totnes Road 
      Paignton 
      TQ4  5JZ 

 
20 November 2015 

By email to 
Pat.Steward@torbay.gov.uk and future.planning@torbay.gov.uk 
Torbay Council 
Spatial Planning (FAO Pat Steward) 
2nd Floor, Electric House, Castle Circus 
Torquay 
TQ1  3DR 
 
Dear Pat 
 
Re: Torbay Local Plan and Inspector’s Report 
 
Thank you for your reply letter of 12 November 2015.  I confirm that the letter was circulated prior to 
the meeting of the Forum on 19 November and was considered alongside your letter of 22 October 
together with my interim reply of 3 November 2015. 
 
The meeting confirmed that although the Forum still has two years in which to submit the 
Neighbourhood Plan, it is the Forum’s intention to do so by 31 March 2016 or as soon as possible 
thereafter.   The Forum’s overriding priority of course is to ensure the submitted plan is one that is 
likely to receive a majority ‘yes’ vote at the Referendum. 
 
The meeting noted your helpful interpretation at this time of the editorial changes required to the 
housing tables and policy text of the Local Plan before it can be adopted.   As you rightly 
acknowledge they are an interpretation and therefore are not beyond other interpretation.  The 
intention of my letter of 3 November had been to help show what other interpretations are possible 
rather than to be seen as identifying differences between the Forum and the Council. 
 
In the absence of the Reference Group meeting suggested, the Forum will need to know as soon as 
possible the other editorial changes proposed in order to achieve the timetable sought.  In this regard, 
the Forum noted that your table does not include the approved allowance for windfall sites.  To avoid 
delay the Forum will therefore apply the same windfall allowance consistently used by the Council of 
52 per annum for Paignton, 65 for Torquay and 13 for Brixham.  The definition of course also 
remains the same as applying to small sites of 5 or less, and not to be confused with “non-identified 
sites of 6+” referred to in the Part 5 tables for Torquay and Paignton. 
 
With regard to Reference Group meetings these will still be necessary not least because the Council 
has committed to producing annual monitoring reports that it is already clear will be revealing 
important movements in the plan monitor and manage process involved.   I therefore am pleased to 
confirm that your letter was of assistance and the Forum will be moving forward on the above basis. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
David Watts 
Forum Chairman 
 
c.c.  Mike Parkes, Forum Secretary 
 Paignton Forum Ward Councillors 
 Brixham and Torquay Neighbourhood Forum Chairs  

  

PAIGNTON NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM 
• Blatchcombe 
• Clifton with Maidenway 

• Goodrington, Roselands & Hookhills 
• Paignton Town 
• Preston 

 


